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resemblance to those found on Dhamekh Stupa. The
decorated pilasters of Barabudur also resemble those of the
Gupta period. The floral scrolls, with or without birds and
animals, more specially various forms of lotus, are of an
exceedingly refined style.

Some of the most favourite decorative motives, illustrated
in Pll. XVI, XVm and XIX, are (a) a series of semicircular
garlands alternating with hanging garlands ; (b) floral spirals;
(c) floral scroll with animals and birds; (d) conventional
vase with flowers.

Some of the panels of Barabudur, as already observed
in course of the description of the monument, have purely
decorative reliefs.

2. The detached images of Buddha in Barabudur (PL
XTTT), and of Bodhisatvas in Mendut (PL XIV) may be
regarded as the finest products of Indo-Javanese sculpture.
Kne modelling, as far as it is compatible with absence of
muscular details, refined elegance of features, tasteful pose,
close-fitting smooth robe and a divine spiritual expression of
face are the chief characteristics of these figures. The art
must have, therefore, been ultimately derived from the classical
art of the Q-upta period in India. This point, though
recognised by some, has not yet been very forcefully brought
out, but the more one studies the images of the Barabudur
group the more is one impressed with the essential characte-
ristics of the Gupta age which they display. The following
observations on the Gupta images by a distinguished art
critic may be applied, without any qualification, to the Indo-
Javanese images of this period.

"In the Gupta period the image has taken its place in
architecture; becoming necessary, it loses its importance,
and enters into the general decorative scheme, and in this
integration acquires delicacy and repose. At the same time
technique is perfected, and used as a language without
conscious effort, it becomes the medium of conscious and
explicit statement of spiritual conceptions. With a new beauty